
Christmas Container
Recipe

Choosing Your Materials

Before you begin, gather your supplies. Here's what you'll need:

Container: Select a pot or container appropriate for your porch size.
Soil: Use a potting mix suitable for outdoor containers.
Natural Greenery: Pine, fir, cedar, and spruce branches offer variety and texture.
Shrubs (Optional): Dwarf evergreen shrubs add height and structure, or use branches of 
magnolia and birch logs. 
Lanterns or Lighted Globes: Choose weather-resistant options for outdoor use.
Pinecones, Berries, and Ornaments: Add pops of color and visual interest.
Floral Wire: For securing greenery and decorations.
Gloves: Protect your hands from sap and thorns.
Pruners or Scissors: For trimming branches.

Step-by-Step Instructions

Follow these steps to create your Christmas porch container:

1.  Prepare the Container: Fill the container with potting mix, leaving a few inches of space at the 
top.

2.  Add Shrubs (Optional): If using shrubs, plant them in the center of the container, ensuring they 
are stable and well-rooted.

3.  Arrange Greenery: Start with the tallest greenery, inserting branches into the soil around the 
shrubs (or in the center if you're not using shrubs). Create a balanced arrangement, allowing 
some branches to cascade over the edges.

4.  Incorporate Texture and Variety: Mix different types of greenery to add visual interest. Use 
floral wire to secure any branches that need extra support.

5.  Add Decorative Lighting: Place lanterns or lighted globes among the greenery. Consider 
battery-operated options for convenience and safety. Ensure all lighting is rated for outdoor use.

6.  Embellish with Accents: Scatter pinecones, berries, and ornaments throughout the 
arrangement. Secure them with floral wire or hot glue if needed. Focus on creating focal points 
with these accents.



7.  Final Touches: Step back and assess your arrangement. Adjust any branches or decorations as 
needed to achieve a balanced and festive look. Water the container thoroughly, especially if 
you've used live shrubs.

Tips for Success

Consider Scale: Ensure your container and arrangement are proportional to your porch size.
Weather Protection: Position your container in a sheltered area to protect it from harsh weather.
Watering: Water regularly, especially during dry spells, to keep the greenery fresh.
Safety First: Use outdoor-rated lights and extension cords, and avoid overloading electrical 
outlets. Ideas include solar lanterns and lighted globes. 
Personalize Your Design: Don't be afraid to add your unique touch with custom ornaments or 
thematic decorations. Color palettes that match your home's exterior work make your design look 
cohesive. 

Conclusion

Creating a Christmas porch container is a rewarding way to welcome the holiday season. By following 
these simple steps, you can transform your porch into a festive and inviting space. Using natural 
materials from the outdoors is always a great idea because they can be composted and recycled. 
Enjoy the process and let your creativity shine!


